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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Patent 
Application Publication Number US 2004/0153408 A1 by Jones et al ("Jones"). The 
banknote handling device disclosed by Jones comprises money-in module 14 that 
receives banknotes from a customer and a counterfeit collection box (see paragraph 
01 13, lines 7-1 1) that stores counterfeit banknotes and discrimination module 19 that 
causes counterfeit banknotes to be stored in said counterfeit collection box and 
prohibits said counterfeit banknotes from being returned to the customer (see paragraph 
01 13, lines 7-9). Multiple collection/storage boxes, including genuine banknote storage 
boxes, are stored in a safe (see Figure 2). Jones further discloses a notification module 
that notifies the customer of predetermined kind of information indicative of a total 
amount of money received from the customer (see paragraph 0094, lines 1-12) and an 
amount of money settled as a transaction, regardless of the result of the counterfeit 
detection by said discrimination module (see paragraph 0115, lines 1-6 and paragraph 
0118, lines 5-17). The notification module information includes a number of each type 
of the banknotes received by the customer (see paragraph 0094, lines 5-10). Jones 
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further discloses output module 136 that outputs a form describing the information (see 
paragraph 0094, lines 9-11), a setting module that specifies at least one of said multiple 
storage boxes to said counterfeit collection box (see paragraph 0106, lines 10-14, and 
paragraph 0108, lines 1-6) and database 33 that stores banknote type information 
corresponding to a number allocated to each of said multiple storage boxes. Still further 
Jones discloses temporary storage box (see paragraph 01 18, lines 1-4) that temporarily 
keeps the banknotes received through said money-in module. 



Claims 15 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Patent Number US 6,983,880 B2 by Graef et al ("Graef ). The banknote handling 
device disclosed by Graef comprises money-in module 40 that receives banknotes from 
a customer, safe 48 that stores banknotes, discrimination module 88 that carries out 
counterfeit detection and determines each note as counterfeit or as genuine (see 
column 11, lines 58-62). 

Graef further discloses collection box 100 that stores each banknote determined 
as counterfeit by said discrimination module 88 to be not returned to the customer (see 
column 12, lines 39-46), and management module 64 that manages customer 
information for identifying each customer who handles a transaction (see column 23, 
lines 14-32). The management module maps each banknote involved in the transaction 
to the customer information and the customer information is mapped to presence or 
absence of any counterfeit banknote involved in the transaction. The collection box 100 
is located outside of safe 48. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 16 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Graef in view of Patent Application Publication Number US 2004/0003980 A1 by 
Hallowell et al ("Hallowell"). The banknote handling device disclosed by Graef 
comprises money-in module 40 that receives banknotes from a customer, safe 48 that 
stores banknotes, multiple banknote storage boxes 146 that are located in said safe and 
store banknotes classified by a banknote type, discrimination module 88 that carries out 
counterfeit detection and determines each note as counterfeit or as genuine (see 
column 11, lines 58-62). 

Graef further discloses collection box 100 that stores each banknote determined 
as counterfeit by said discrimination module 88 to be not returned to the customer (see 
column 12, lines 39-46), and management module 64 that manages customer 
information for identifying each customer who handles a transaction (see column 23, 
lines 14-32). The management module maps each banknote involved in the transaction 
to the customer information and the customer information is mapped to presence or 
absence of any counterfeit banknote involved in the transaction. 
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Graef fails to disclose a setting storage module. Hallowell teaches a banknote 
handling device comprising setting storage module 120 that sets at least one of multiple 
banknote storage boxes 1 18a-1 18f (see Figure 1b) to a collection box which stores 
each banknote determined as counterfeit by said discrimination module (see paragraph 
0081) for the purpose of allowing operation of the apparatus despite one of more 
storage boxes being previously designated for storage of a particular denomination. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to incorporate the setting storage module of Hallowell into the apparatus of Graef 
for the purpose of allowing operation of the apparatus despite one of more storage 
boxes being previously designated for storage of a particular denomination. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Graef in 
view of Hallowell as applied to claim 16 above, and further in view of Jones. 
Graef/Hallowell fails to disclose the act of collectively storing both genuine and 
counterfeit banknotes of one transaction. Jones teaches the act of collectively storing 
both genuine and counterfeit banknotes of one transaction for the purpose of isolating 
banknotes associated with a particular customer who deposited is determined to have 
deposited counterfeit banknotes. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the banknote storage 
configuration of Jones in the apparatus of Graef/Hallowell for the purpose of isolating 
banknotes associated with a particular customer who deposited is determined to have 
deposited counterfeit banknotes. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-17, 19 and 20 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Claims 1-17, 19 and 20 stand rejected. Claim 18 has been canceled by the 
Applicant. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Mark J. Beauchaine whose telephone number. is 
(571)272-6934. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM through 5:00PM 
Mondays through Thursdays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick H. Mackey can be reached on (571)272-6916. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



mjb 




